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— Tey ba. 2d See yi ge 7 SYP , 
‘Give attendanceto reailing, te exhoriation, todeetrince.’ | 


A SERMCH F 
ON FAITH AND ITS CONSEQUENCES. 
BY O. A. BROWNSON. 
“ He that believeth and is baptized shail be saved, 








but he that believeth not shali be damned.”—Mark , 


xvi. 16. 
Most religionists depend on faith, and esti- 


mate the worth of a saan’s character from the | 


firmness with which he believes certain no- 
tions, and from the zeal and perseverance with 
which he labours to support and extend them. 
From time immemorial, it has been deemed 
absolutely essential to the holiness of one’s 
life, that he believe what his spiritual guides 


tell him is the will of God, and that he em- | 
brace, with all the ardour of his soul, certain | 


propositions relative to the unknown being 
called God, and to an unknewn world called 
heaven or hell. One’s faithfolness in all mat- 
ters of trust—his rigid justice in giving every 
one his dues—his tenderness to the feelings 


and consciences of those with whom he is as- | 
sociated——his readiness to relieve the distress- | 


ed, to soothe the afflicted soul, and bind up the 


. . ! 
broken heart—his general benevolence which | 


leads him to do good unto all men as he has 
opportunity, together with high attainments, 
or great mental endowments, avail nothing in 
the estimation of the pious, if he dg not also 
embrave, as the one thing needful—the creed 
which from its popularity, is denominated or- 
thodox, or sound doctrine. 

This sentiment, supported by however re- 
spectable authority, has had the most injurious 
effect on man individually, end on socicty col- 
lectively. Supported by it, the priest has 


bound a “threefold cord” around the hearts of | 


those who looked to him for direction, which 
has irresistibly drawn them to support his in- 
terest, at the expense of their own and other's 
good. By it, he has produced a servile and 
imbecile disposition of mind, as deleterious to 
society generally as it is degrading to the indi- 
vidal. Authorized by this sentiment, the 
professed man of God, has vented his own 
wrath and hurled the anathemas ‘of the Al- 
mighty against the peaceable, the moral and 
apparently the mast benevolent ana humane 
members community can boast—has torn so- 
ciety assunder, spread ruin and moral dexgla- 


tion, end converted the otherwise happy worlo, 
| into a miniature picture of whet, he, follow- 
| ing his gloomy imagination, painted és the cier- 
nal abode of the damned. 

This sentiment—this idea that one’s holiness 
| depends on his faith and not on his works, has 
' fostered spiritual pride—miade him, who fan- 
_cied himself sound in doctrine, feel himself 
superiour te those who wére so unfortunate as 
| to believe differently though their conduct was 
in the highest degree useful to the world. It 
has elevated him in his own conceit, and indu- 
ced him, standing upon the pinacle of his ima- 
| gined dignity, to look down with contempt 

upon his superiours in virtue, and exclaim, 
| “stand by, | am more righteous than you.”— 
| It has given respectability to the kneve and 
| 


clothed the hypoerite with sanctity. It has 
furnished a mask for the villain and enabled 
the most abandoned, the most profligate a..¢ 
| the most vile, to triumph over the wisest and 
| best, and to have their names enrolled in the 
| registers of heaven and themselves to be cou 
| onized as saints for the worship and imitation 
of mankind. 

This sentiment, and its necessary append- 
age, that no one can hope for happimess in the 
world to come, whois sot orthodox wm his 
creed, is that which has kindled the flan.e of 
persecution, which has fired the zeal of die 
holy warriours and armed them with fury 
against those deemed heretical in their faitb.— 
it is that which enveloped the middle ages in 
thick darkness, relieved ouly by the fires 
which consumed the wretched victims of cleri- 
eal rage. It is that which erected the Inqui- 
sition and confined thousands in its cells— 
which tore the husband from the arms of his 
wife, the son from the embrace of his father, 
the daughter from the affection of her mother, 
and burned them for the glory of God and the 
| good of souls. 
| It isthis sentiment, now advocated by almost 
| every one who pretends to religion, that severs 
the cords of fraternal affection, alienates the 
hearts of kindred, that destroys mutual confi- 
deace, and produces most of that bitterness, 
hostility, backbiting and defamation whic?’ 
now rage to such en alarming extent, and 
which are s0 deeply regretted by every bead 
volent*soul. 

From every quarter we hear the confused 
roar of religious discord snd contention. So- 


ciety weeps the injury she receives from this 
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‘fundamental errour. _ Virtue stands aghast—- | 


honesty calls in vain for admission, and huma- 
nity, or the disposition of heart which would 
lighten the load of common misery and irradi- 
ate our countenances with the smile of felici- 
ty, is compelled to shed her tears in secret and 
breathe her prayers to the winds. A merciless 
demon, who quaffs with joy the blood of here- 
ticks, who laughs at the widows tears and 
miocks the orphan’s just complaint, reigns as 
» god, and commands the homage of the deluded 
multitude, 

“ Believe or you will be damned”—“ be- 
lieve or you will be damned to all eternity,’ is 
the watch word of the spiritual corps. ‘+ Be- 
lieve or you wil! be damned,” is the text, is 
the beginning, is the middle and end of every 
sermon, which orthodoxy, io frantick rage, 
thunders from her ten thousand desks, and 
“ yeu are blasphemers of God,” “ enemies to 
all good and revilers of every thing holy,”— 
are the honourable epithets you will receive 
from her charity, if you have the audacity to 
question the correctness of her assertion. 

And what is worse, vain man—weak, pre- 
suming man, pretends all this is done by the 
command and for the glory of God! Impious 
wretch! dost thou think thou art obeying the 
command, or adding to the glory of God, when 
thou art destroying the happiness of his chil- 
drex? And thinkest thou the God of heaven, 
the God of nature, Creator and upholder of an 
infigitude of worlds and of beings, regards thy 
opinion, brother of the worm and offspring of 
the clay? Of what weight is thy opinion, 
poor-vain thing, in the great scale of Wisdom? 
abd of how much importance to Omniscience, 
thinkes: thou, will be thy opinion, whose fee- 
ble knowledge scarce pes. an inch around ? 
And thou wouldst murder thy brother, and 
damn his soul forever, merely because he does 
not happen to believe as thou dost? This is 
obeying the command of God? this is adding 
to the glory of God? Go, grovelling creature, 
lick dust with the serpent, but raise not thy 
éyes to the sun lest the impartiality of his rays 
which give light and warmth alike to the be- 
liever and to the unbeliever, should reprove 
the contractedness of thy notions, and the in- 
tolerance of thy feelings! Mark not the fall- 
ing shower, nor the universal supply which 
nature yields for 4! her children, lest thy soul 
should breathe a purer air, and thy mind be 
compelled to acknowledge ‘the Lord is good 
unto al! and his tender mercies are over all inis 
works.” 

Alas! nature is discarded—the voice of rea- 
son is made. dumb before implicit reliance, and 
ancient prejudice, recited by the priest, over- 
powers every consideration which might tend 
to enlighten the mind, enlarge its views and 
make it think more honourably of God, and 
more benevolently ef men. ‘he bible is quo- 
ted, and presumptuous man would feign make 





the voice of God bear witness to that, which 
if true, would make Deity worse than the im- 
aginary king of hell, and creation but a proof 
of his wrath and malignity. God cannot re- 
veal, he cannet say that which would destroy 
the happiness of his creatures. God never did 
and never can, if he be a being of goodness, 
command any men to destroy the happiness or 
the life of another; nor can he be giorified b 
the cruelty and intoieranee of his children, 
But here comes in my text as a supposed refu- 
tation of what [ advance : “‘ He that believeth 
and is baptized shail be saved, but he thet be- 
lieveth not shall be damned.” 

“Grant this text means what popular senti- 
ment contends; that it plainly declares, that 
all who do not believe on the Lord Jesus in 
this life, shall be eternally damned in the 
world to come; grant this, and look at the con- 
sequences-—yes, weep for the consequences. 
Go to the Indian, bowing before his Brama ; 
to the Thibetian, adoring his god Lama;— 
threaten him with eternal woe, if he does not 
bow before your Jesus, and believe what he 
hastaught ; go tell him this, and mark his sar- 
castick reply: “ Who is this Jesus? why you 
have syme new god. His name, his character 
aud his doctrine, are equally unknown to us; 
and is this his disposition to damn all who do 
not believe his doctrine whether they have 
ever seen him, heard him, or heard ef him, 
or not?” Justify your sentiment, ye would- 
be-saints, in the eyes of enlightened reason, 
or be silent. 

Shall the heathen, who have followed the 
light vouchsafed to them by nature’s God, be 
eternally damned, because they have not be- 
lieved what they never heard? And you 
would, ye wise ones of the earth, baast of the 
compassion of your Saviour; you wonld call 
your God good, and yet have us believe the 
heathen-~the old, the young, the middle-aged, 
and infants will be eternally damned, because 
they have not performed an impossibility ! 
You would convince us of the mercy and lov- 
ing kindness of God by exhibiting for our 
amusement the picture of mothers with their 
infants, wives ard their husbands burning in‘a 
lake of fire, writhing with anguish, begging 
for help, but in vain ; while God mocks, an- 
gels laugh, and saints clap their hands with 
joy, and shout hallelujah? And this you would 
persuade us is justice? Just! to burn the 
tender infant, to overwhelm the mother with 
keener anguish at the misery of the loved one 
of her bosom, and burn herself too, because 
forsooth she has not believed what she has 
never heard, nor never has had an opportunity 
of hearing! Gracious Heaven! when will 
men think of thee as they ought ! 

You need not go to the heathen to find those 
that shall be damned, if this sentimen: be true. 
Look on thy infant, fond mother. O, I know 
it is dear to thy heart, Thou hast depicted on 
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its cheek ali its father’s greatness, aud all its 
mother’s loveliness. It smiles. I see thee 
hug it closer to thy bosom, while all the mo- 
ther burns within thee. ‘That infant shall be 
torn from thy bosom, saatched from thy arms. 
It shall be plunged into a lake of fire and thou 
wilt see it! Thou wilt see its hands, its feet, 
its body swell with pain : those eyes, on which 
thou art now looking, thou wilt see start out 
with anguish: those lips—thou art kissing 
them now—will cali, call, CALL in vain for a 
mother’s voice ald the maternal kiss to sooth 
its pain and lull it to rest. Yes, thou wilt see 
this, and if thou dost not believe thou wilt, 
thou shalt burn there thyself. 

This is not all: Every man, every woman 
and every childjlare, at some period or other 
in their lives, unbelievers—all unbelievers 
must be eternally damned : all without excep- 
tion then must burn eternally in chat lake of 
fire! Weep, O heaven! and clothe thyself in 
sackeli&th, O earth! Death eternal, death 
universal, shall prey upor the human race.— 
Jehovah has failed in his design—Christ has 
died in vain—saints have prayed with fruitless 
breath, and the whole race of man have lived 
and toiled for nought! Why this sad catas- 


trophe ? Because we have not done that which | 
we could not do. We have not believed with- ; 


out hearing or having evidence to convince 
our understandings that what we hear is true. 
I cannot look upon this painful result and 
persuade myself that those, whose sentiments 
inevitably lead to it, are aware of the fact. 
They feel vexed that their neighbours do not 
believe like themselves, and actuated by this 
vexation, they suppose God has the same feel- 
ing, and having also the power, will damn 
these wretches to all eternity. 
forget this. vexation and look calmly at the 


subject; and ask themselves, if they believe 


in disbelieving. To save a man then for be- 
lieving, is saving him fer doing that which he 
cannot help, or which he could net have avéid- 
ed, and if one is damned for not believing, he 
is dainned for not doing that- which he could 
not do—a course of conduct I dare not ascri- 
bed to my Father and my God. 

Hence the mistake of those who expect 
eternal felicity in the kingdom of heaven as 
the reward for their having believed. Faith 
is not the thing which merits eternal salvation, 
and are we to believe that we shall bé reward- 
ed with eternal life for that in which there is 
no merit, or that we shall be eternally damned 
for not having that which is deserving nothing, 
which also has no merit ? The religious world 
contizues to cry—* believe!” “The devils 
believe aud tremble ;” are they any the better 
for that? The religious world ere expgting 
eternal life as the reward of their believing. 
Scripiure asserts, “eternal life is the gift of 
God :” let them read and understand. Cod 
has given us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son. God has given this record of his Son, 
(see 1. John y. 11.) Let those who call them- 
selves his favourites, beware how they charge 
him with falsehood. 

What then is the meaning of our text ?— 
Simply this: Christ commanded his disciples 
to go into all the earth and preach the glad 


‘ tidings of the reign of God unto every crea- 


But let them | 


ture: he, or‘any one, that should believe, or 
have confidence in the declaration or doctrine 
proclaimed, should be saved, or should be cu- 
red or freed from sin ; but he that should not, 
would be condemned or remain in condemna- 
tion, fgr every one that is not in Christ, or that 
has no confidence in his doctrine, is condem- 
ned. But there is no condemnationto them 
that are in Christ Jesus. Hence they are sa< 


| ved from their sins, from the bondage in which 


that the sum which shines over our heads and | 


shoots his transcendant beams upoa eur earth, 
is a hall of ice ? 


Suppose some superiour be- | 


ing should command them to believe the sua | 
| the Gospel ; and that it is a fact, interrogate 


is a ball of ice, and threaten them with an 


eternal hell, if they did not, could they be- | 


lieve any more on that account ? 
not. 
should command them to believe, that light 
does not follow the appearance of the sun in 
the east, and should threaten them with an 
eterna! hell, if they believed that it did, could 


They could 


Suppose the same or some other being | 


they believe differently from what they do | 


now ? They could not. What then is faith ? 
Faith is the assent of the mind to the truth 
of some proposition. If the proposition be 
made in terms the mind can understand, accom- 
panied with evidence enough to convince it the 


proposition is true, it believes and it cannot | 


help believing. Under any other circumstan- 
ces we do not believe. 


We may say we be- | 


lieve, but we do not, we cannot. There is then | 
no merit in faith or in believing, nor demerit ; which he can lean and find support ; he fears 


they were through death; hence they are 
free. 

The text is plain. It states a simple fact— 
what would be the consequence of preaching 


Go to the disbelieyer of the gos- 

el, and what is his situation. You may see 
Kim shrinking from the presente of a God he 
fears but cannot love. He is conscious he has 
done wroug—sensible he wandered from 
his God and thet his affectiOns are clienget 
trom his heavenly Father, and he therefore 
fancies that God hates him. He is wandering 
in the mazes of ignorance, wretched and de- 
spoudent. He dare. not look to Ged, for he 
paints him in his gloomy imagination a being, 
powerful, armed with vengeance, delighting 
to hurl his forked lighterings at his offending 
children and determined to pursue with infinite 
wrath until he sinks them to the nethermost 
hell. The poor sinner is gonvinced of the folly 
of his course ; he knows no sublunary arm on 


experience. 
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to leok to his God, through dread that deeper | therefore plods on in his wickedness, verifying 


misery awaits him there. 


Wretched is the condition of him who doer | 


not know Jehovah as revealed*hy Christ, the 
common Father and the common Friend. He 


cannot enjoy himself with society, for his vices | 


have destroyed their confidence. He teembies 
at every thought of death, for he knows not 


what “‘dreams may come” in that world which | 


he mustenter. He starts back from the grave, 
fears eternal woe, or the cold, unending sleep 
of non-entity, may be his doom. 


lives in perpetual bondage through fear of 


death. 

The believer is made free. “ Inasmuch as 
the children were made partakers of tlesh and 
blood, he [Jesus] took part of the same, that 
througa death he might destroy him that hath 
the power of death, that is the devi!, and deli- 
ver them who ail their lifetime were subject to 
bondage through fear of death.” Mhis Cliist 
has done by bringing life and immortality to 
light, by assuring us, though we die we shall 
live again, and because our Saviour lives we 
shall live also. The soul, the moment this is 


bélieved, is freed from the bondage under | 
It no longer looks | 


whieh it before groaned. 
upon death as a curse, but as the gete through 
which it must pass to enter the kingdom of its 
Ged and the apartment of its felicity. 


— wer of conscience is destroyed— 
sin is ended ; rightzousness reigns in the soul & 


all is peace and full of delight. God is no longer 
feared as a tyrant, no longer avoided as an enc- 
my, but loved as a Father, a Friend, a faithful 
Friend, and a bountiful Benefactor. 
tien comes across the soul, if the world he un- 
kind, he ean draw pleasure from himself and 
consolation from the confidence he has in di- 
Vine protection. 

The Christian who has made himself ac- 
quainted with God, who has learned from 
Christ, that God is his Saviour, that God will 
redeem him from the corruption of this world 
to enjoy heaven of bliss, is happy—has a 
present salvation of which the unbeliever is 
deprived. ‘This is the salvation spoken of in 
our text, and ig @ salvation which comes by 
faith—is the consequence of faith, not its re- 
ward. It is great, it is glorious ; the soul thus 


Hence he | ¢ 


The | 


If afilic- i 


| the assertion, that ** the way of the transgres- 
| sor is hard, that there is no peace to the wick- 
ted, but they are like the troubled sea when it 
wnnot Fest, whose waters cast up mire end 
lirt.” "His condemnation is what he suffers 
| Aeve, not what he may suffer hereafter. If he 
| is wicked, it is not because he does not believe, 
but because he does not perform acts of right- 
3 if he is unhappy, it is not a 
| punishment for his unbelief, but beeause he is 
stitute of that consciousness of bis own in- 
jtegrity and virtue, and of that confidence in 
God which are necessary to produce his hap: 
} piness. Beware of unbelief, not because it is 
| criminal, but because you will thus lose a pow- 
erful stimulant to virtue. @ultivate faith in 
the Lord Jesus, not beeause faith is meritori- 
| ous, but because it will have a tendency to 
make you more virtuous. May God grant us 
| all that confidence in truth which shall make 
us allhappy and virtuous. 
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| waass SSA iST, 
AN ESSAY ON CHRISTIANITY. 
NO. Ul. 
ON THE USE OF REASON. 

It is a singular circumstance that we should 
be under the necessity of settling the question 
how far we shall consider the bible authority 
for an unreasonable doctrine, and we should 
not have been reduced to this situation had it 
not been repeatedly urged that reason has no- 
thing tods with matters of religion. Both the 
advocates and the opponents of reason seem to 
‘ have misunderstood the subject in dispate, or 

at least, eachother. The mistake has doubt- 
less been occ2sioned by the ambiguous manner 
in which the word reason is used. Thousands 
| ery out against the use of reason and perhaps 
as many exclaim in its favour, whe, if they 
had understood each other, would have been 
agreed. 
The term reason is susceptible of different 
meanings, according to the manner in which 
it is used. It may be used to signify the think- 


| ing faculty, whatever it be, or that power by 


; 


| which we perceive the relation of difierent 


| propositions, aud by which we are enabled 








saved, only knowgghow great and how joyous ! | from certain premises to deduce or infercertain 
O, the Christian knows and he would not part | conclusions. It is often used to signify the 
with it for worlds. It calms our fears, calls | same or nearly the same as argument; the thing 
inte exercise the noblest and the best feelings | sought or desired to prove a point or position. 
of ovr nature, and prepares us for the highest | And not unfrequently it implies the motive or 
degree of enjoyment of which we are suscep- | cause of a thing or eflvct, as we say, the reason 
tible in this mode of being. | why such a thing is. But whenI term a doc- 

Bat the unbeliever is condemned, not in- | trine unreasonable, I mean that it is inconsist- 
deed beceuse he does not believe, but because | ent with our natural perception of things, or 
his deeds are evil. He has not that confidence | our own experience. Reason I consider that 
in God requisite to call forth the virtuous prin- | faculty by which we perceive the relation of 
ciples of his nature. Knowing not the geod- | different propositions, and which enables us to 
ness of God, he is destitute of one of the most | determine whether the relation supposed to 
powerful inducements to reformation. He ' exist between them, does exist or cam. exist 
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destroying either, We know 


we know als 


wth 
W thout 


twice one is tive, and 


tion that twice ene is one. 15 frise, tei 
unreasouable. We know, so far gs our expe- 
rience extends, thet it is the nature of lo 

? 


make its object happy. We should the 
not hesitate to pronounce ¢h 


unreasonable, that should say 
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| not ; and if 1 believe one rather than the other, 
' itis ouly because 1 choose to believe the:-tes 


assertion felse or | 
iove wil of its | 


own accord inflict misery upon the object of its | 
| that which coutradicted the plain testimony of 


affection. From the term /ove we obtain a de- 
terminate idea, and if we convey any idea by 
the same term, except the ene appropriated to 
it, that idea should bour another name. “ Dei- 
ty loves his creatures.” By th 
he is delighted with his creatures, and is plea- 
sed to make them happy. 
mean by love. Now, sould any one sey that 
Deity will make these same 


reatures endiessly 


is We mean that | 


‘Lhis is what we | 


miserable ; | answer, reason assures me, he | 
| derstanding the declaration. 


can never do tiis, unless compelled, till he 
cease to Jove. 

sion, because | the n love. I 
know it never will make its object miserable 
unless compelled by w power if cannot control. 


know ature of 


Tam positive in this conclu- | 


' 


Should I be told this indeed may be true so | 
far as it regards man, but may be false when | 


applied to Deity, I still reply that it can be no 
more false when applied to God, than when 
applied to man. If we mean the same thing 
by love when the term is used of God, as we 
do when used of man, my conclusion is cor- 
rect. If something else be meant, that some- 
thing else is not love, and should not be ex- 
pressed by that term but by some other. 
Reason should always be heard, and no sys- 
tem should receive a moment’s attention, but 
to be discarded, that contradicts it. 
difficulty in the case, is 
reason. Reason must undoubtedly have some 
data. But whature the data from which we 
are toreason? “ ‘The voice of God,” says he 
who claims intimacy with Jehovah. “ God has 
spoken and it is the sublimity of human reason 
to believe.” But I cannot assent to this pro- 


tiaiony of one sease in preference to another. 


' {f [believe there are two mea, I believe what 


i sce, in prefetence to what I hear. I do not 


‘fore | disbelieve that I hear the voice, but I disbe- 


lieve its correctness. But how do I know the 
voice I hear is the voice of God? Deo I see 
God? If I did, and should hear him gasert 


my senses, [ could not believe him. But 

has not made such a decleration, and if he be 
a Being of truth he cannot. But should he 
make such a declaration, humility might in- 
duce us to conclude there wag some misappre- 
hension in the ease, or some play. upoa words. 
Deity might use language in a sense different 
from what I did, and the apparent falsity of 
the declaration might result from my misun- 


We have the bible. We are toldthe bible 
is the word of God. Be it so. We have no 
disposition to question its inspiration or its di- 
vine authenticity. 
trating our argument, we will ssswme a@ case. 
Say then it is ascertained that water is @ eom- 
pound of bydrogen and oxygen—that it isas- 
certained by a variety of experiments which 
have established its certainty es positively as 
any thing we can establish. Neow-should the 
bible declare water to be a simple substguce, 
which should we, which ought we, eccording 


| to the nature of evidence, to believe? Believe 


The only | 
, to ascertain what is | 


that water is a compound, is whet I should do 
in such a case though ten thousand bibles de- 
clared to the contrary. 

All faith must arise from intuitive pereepfian, 
experience or frem testimeny. Intuition Is Ur- 


_ doubtedly the strengest evidence we eam heve. 


position, in principle, though I might admit it | 


in some of its details. Should I hear a voice 


fron heaven asserting that the two men I now | 


see walking are but one man, I should not be- 
lieve it, because I have the testimony of my 
senses, (the strongest evidence I can have in 
the case,) to the contrary. Should the same 
voice declare to me, love and hatred, joy and 
sorrow, good and evil, pleasure and pain, are 
the same, I should not believe it; because my 
own experience irresistably compels me to be- 
lieve contrary to such declaration. 

“ But this,” it is said, “‘is to set up one’s 
own reason against the declarations of God.” 
The remark is incorrect. We do not set up 
our reason against God. Have not I the testi- 
mony of my senses that I see two men walk- 
ing? and have I any thing more than the tes- 
timony of my senses that I hear a voice from 
heaven declaring the two to be but one? I have 


| heard or felt. 


This is what irresistably compels us to believe 


| our own existence, to trust the intelligence of 
| our senses and which at first thought, without 


any process of reasoning, leads us to admit it 
is impossible for the same thing to be and not 
to be, that a whole is greater than a part, &c. 
The evidence of experience is the next in or- 
der. This comprizes whatever we have seen, 
And unquestionably it is.easier 
for me to believe that which] have seen, heard 
Or felt than it is for me to belive what anothee 
tells me he has seen, heard or felt. I may, 
perhaps, belieye, on the testimony of another, 
the stories which havé lately beén told 

the Sea Serpent, but had I seen the t 
myself I should certainly have stronger evi- 
dence of his existence than I now have. Henge 
I am to believe the testimony of my own sensés 
in preference to the senses .of others, and per- 
haps the testimony of 4 man I know and hifive 
always known to be a man of truth, than of one 
who lives at a great distance of time and place, 
whom I have never seen and who I do not, by 
any personal acquaintance, know to he a 

to be depended upon. 


But for the sake of illus-~ 


”* 
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- ©The bible comes under the third class of 
evidence. It is the evicence of testimony, 
not of experience nor of intuition. Conse- 
quently can never authorize us to believe what 





contradicts our exptrience or our intuitive per- | 
“But,” it 1s replied, ** God cannot | 


ception. 
lie, therefore what ever he says must be true.” 
We grantit. ** But have we any right to in- 
quire into the reasonableness or unreasonable- 
ness of what the bible teaches ?”’ Certainly : 
for, though God cannot lie, man, who can and 
often does lie, is the only authority we have 
for believing the bible isthe word of Ged. i 
do not mean those to whom the bible was giv- 
en had no stronger evidence thao the testi- 
mony of a fallible morta! for believing it the 
word of Goi, but that we, who live at this ate 
dsy, have no stronger evidence than human 
*- testimony. 
It may be alledged numerous miracles were 


performed to establish the truth of the decla- 


rations of scripture. ‘This will not be denied, 
but we have not seen those miracles and we 


have nothing more than the testimony of indi- | 


viduals whom we have never seen, and whose 
names in many instances we do not know, 
that any ever did seethem. ‘The testimony 
which the bible affords is the weakest kind of 
evidence, and can never be admitted when 
confronted by stronger. We skould make a 
distinctiou in this place: A thing may be be- 
youd our reason and not opposed to it. 


casesof this kind the bible is infallible. Oth- 


er things may be opposed to reason ; we know | 


no authority sufficient to establish the truth of 
such things. A thing which contradicts our 
intuitive perception or our experience, we 
should at once pronounce false. Should it 
be asserted that a part is equal to a whcle, that 
black is white, or that pain is pleasure, we may 
pronounce such assertions unfounded. But 
should it be asserted that,Jesus Christ rose 
from the dead, we canzot pronounce it false, 
because we do not know that it was true, we 
know not but there is-a law of nature which 
‘may produce such a result; and if the testi- 
mony is such as would command our asseni in 
other extracrdinary cases, we are bound to 
believe. Let this distinction be preserved and 
there will be no difficulty. What contradicts 
reason Of experience, our intuitive perception, 
or our own knowledge, we are to reject, bible 
or no bible: what is beyond oar reason or ex- 
perience, may or may not be true. We shall 
in our eesay consider the bible decisive on all 
questions of this nature. 





FOR THR GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

AN ESSAY ON - >i GOODNESS. 
Mankind are often timorous creatures.— 
They are afraid to hear any thing advanced 
contrary to their own preconceived notions. 
1 must, however,“ask my readers not to be 
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startled atany thing I may advance in the fol- 
' lowing essay ; for it is my design to elucidate, 
and defend the goodness of God from all the 
objections which have been urged against it. 
But J shal! commence by stating these objec- 
tions in all their strength and in all the force 
| Tam able togive them. We pay a poor com- 
| pilment to truth, when we misrepresent or 
| ridicule her opponent. ‘To reason fairly is to 
| give to the arguments on each sde ai! the 
| strength and all the cogency of which they are 
| susceptible. I shall urge the objections to the 
| gdodness of God, give these objections all the 
| colour of truth to which they can pretend, and 
| algo do my vest to remove then. 
| ‘Itis not necessary for me to attempt to 
| prove the existence of sume superiour Be ing, 
| or of some mighty Energy which pervades the 
whole of nature and enables it to perform its 
| Various operations. For the existence of such 
Seing or of soch Energy is sufficiently evident 
! to every one who will make use of his senses 
'and exert his own understanding. But what 
ihis being is, as to his essence or substance 
of his exisience we know not, we cannot as- 
| certain, therefore it is use'ess to inquire. How 
| this being exists we know not, and his physi- 
| cal connexion with the universe it is impossi- 
ble for us toexplain. We can affirm nothing of 
the secret power which is every where to 
| work, for we know nothing. Ali we can af- 
firm is that we sce various events transypire, 
| and various changes in the natural world con- 
| stantly taking place; that the mind is various- 
| ly affected with joy or sorrow, with love or ha- 
tred, with pleasure or pain, all which we be- 
lieve are the result of some cause. All we 
| can do is to analyze the various effects we dis- 
| cover in the world of matter, and the various 
| emotions, passions and affections of which we 
| perceive the mind susceptille, and to trace ail 
| these to the immeciate, to the remotest anti- 
| cedent in our power, and there rest our inqui- 
| ry and stay our investigation. We can state 
| the phenomena which have presented them- 


selves-to our observation, but whence they 


originated, or upon what external power they 
depend, is more than we can, from the exer- 
cise of those powers we find allotted us, in 
a single instance ascertain. 

Nature is. Nature is wonderful. Won- 
derful because we know not how it came or 
how it is supported. We see that something 
exists. We cast our eyes abroad—behold a 
world adorned with every thing that can fas- 
cinate, and filled with every thing pleasing to 
the senses and gratifying to desire—we look, 
lost in admiration, we ask ‘* whence came this 
beautiful, this magnificent fabrick 1” Accus- 
tomed to atigibute every thing we see to some 
cause, which precedes its existence, we ac- 
cordingly at once infer that the world owes its 
origin to some cause which has produced it. © 

But so ‘great, so beautiful and. so systemati- 
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cally arranged is the universe, that we easily 
conclude the ciuse producing it must be pow- 
erful and intelligent. I believe this concic- 
siott-correct, but 1 de not szuvio it. The world 
is, this ix all 1 t i bave never seea its 





gnow. 
beginning, nor do IL know it will ever have an 
end. We may believe what we think we have 
evidlence to believe; bat whether the world 
had a begining or will have an end,or not, is 
more than human knowledge can tell. 

I make these remarks, not because I intend 
pursuing the difficult questions which they ex- 


cite, but. merely to awaken the attentiog, of 


my readers to their own powers, and also that 
they may learn their own weakness. Man 
should asceriain his own strength, should 
know his own weakuess, that he may not re- 
main inactive, nor attempt to scan subjects 
which must forever baffle his power to grasp. 

I said it was not necessary for me to attempt 
to prove the existence of an Overruling Pow- 
er. Itis not because my readers do not donbt 
hisexistence. If they did doubt his existence 
I should not attempt to prove it, because I do 
not fee! myseif adequate to the task. 1 be- 
lieve in the existence of a God: but I do not 
believe it because I think nature sufficient to 
teach his existence, but because [ believe he 
has revealed himself to the world in his word. 

Many a sincere christian believes he can 
prove from nature the existence of aGod. He 
may, but I cannot. What is nature? Nature 
is whatever is. . It is the universe, with all its 
furniture of worlds, with all its inhabitants, 
with all the force and laws by which the whole 
isgoverned. Nature can prove nothing sepa- 
rate from itself; and should it prove the exis- 
tence of a God, that God would either be na- 
tureor a partof nature. This is the same as 
Atheism. ‘The Deity, according to the no- 
tions of all intelligent theists, is independent 
of the universe, He existed * Omnifick and 
alone.” Now nothing we can see teaches 
this. The universe cannot teach this, for it 
cannot travel out of itself, and travel out of 
itself it must to prove that a being existed 
before it, and still exists tudependent of it. 

I believe there is a God ; but I take my be 
lief from scripture. Or rather scripture af- 
firms his existence, und nature assures me the 
existence of such a being clearly accounts for 
the existence of the objects | admired. One 
diffculty-is removed. I know how the uni- 
verse came—revelation has told me, hence its 
importance. My views are enlarged. I do 
not indeed know the whole, but I have learn- 


eda part. I am told there is a God, who 
made the world. How he came, indeed, is 
not told. But say he was, there never was a 


time when he was not. Something must have 
always been or nothing would now be. The 
supppsition of the existence of a God removes 
one difficulty, answers one question, how did 
the world come ? And if it proposes another 
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which it does not answer, it is attended ‘with 





| less difficulty ; for it is easier to suppose the 


eternal existence of such a being, than it is 
to suppose that what we-every day see chang- 
ing and varying its form, if not its qualities, 
has been from eternity, 

I rest the existence of God on this. 1 see 
nothing in nature which appears able to arigi- 
nate the idea of a God in my mind... But 
since revelation has informed me there is a 
God, every thing in nature bears testimony 
to its trath. Revelation originates the idea, 
nature proves it, but could not of itself have 
taught it. i 

Taking it for granted, on the authority of 
revelation, that God is, the most important 
question which can occur is, what is he ? or, 
what is his character? ‘This question is im- 
portant, and we design to answer it; not in- 
deed what God is as to his essence or the 
substance of his existence, but what is his 
character, or, what his mode of dealing with 
his creatures, good or bad. 

All Christians, and indeed all Theists, how- 
ever illegitimate their conclusions, answer 
with one voice, **God is good.” This is the 
asseriion of our text, and no one who believes 
in a God feels auy disposition to contradict it. 
But is he good? The existence of evil pre- 
sents itself as a prominent objection te the 
goodness of our Heavenly Father. I take 
it for granted that Deity is infinite in wisdom 
and in powers. The bible declaresthis to be a 
fact, and none who believe that, will question 
the position. Evil seems an imperfection.— 
Pain is not a proof of perfection ; and the fact 
that there is mnch misery in the world, seems 
a strong proof that the world is imperfeet. But 
why did a Being possessed of infinite wisdom 
and of infinite power make an imperfect 
world. unless he designed that it should be a 
miserable one? If he designed it a miserable 
one he is not good—for no good Being designs 
misery or evil. But if the idea that this is 
an imperfect world be denied, and it be said 
it is perfect, it is still worse ; for then we must 
say, it is just such a world as Deity designed 
it; and, as it produces misery, we must say he 
designed it, consequently he is not good. 


_ ADVOCATE AND INVESTIGATOR, | 


‘* RARNBOTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITS.”” 














“A STRANGE THING!!” 
(Continued from page 25.) 

We think we sufficiently answered, in our last, the 
first thing which appeared strange to the writer of 
this little Tract: we are in this to consider his second 
objection. And we would have our readers expect 
something formidable in the objection, for the authour 
seems to have exerted uncommon ingenuity in its in~ 
vention. 

“2. If the doctrine of universal salvation was 
taught by the Apostles, it appears to me strange, that 
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their hearers were so much @lurmed at their preaching, 
Fai the preaching of the Apostles did excite grea 
alarm and- anxiety among their hearers, is a fact with 
which few can be unacquainted. On the cay of Pen- 


| 
H 
| 
} 
| 


teedst, three thousand were pricked in their heart, | 


 apon the hearing of Peter’s Sermon; and under ihe 


mfluenee. of their deep anxiety, they exclaimed,— 
* Men and brethren, what shail we do?’ | It seems to 
ign 2 been » conviction of his guilty, perishing condi- 


life; they felt they had done a most heinous crime ;~ 
how should they be otherwise than alarmed? After 
Peter had preached to them remission of sins; after 
he tiad declared the way of life and they were bapti- 
zed, they do not appear to have been alarmed. Bat 
Universalism, which by the by, our authour knows 
nothing gbout, has sufficient to alarm the sinner. Go 
to the murderer, go to the criminal) of any kin d—tell 
him there is no peace to the wieked—that the way of 
the’tranegressor is hard—that God will by no means 
clear the guilty, but the seu! that sinneth shall die, 


| and we think the sinner will be alarmed. And not- 


»? ¥e the doctrine of Paul, that influen- 

nire, vi he*shoald do to be | 
a t efore Felix, the Roman 
fereor, and + reasoned of rightéousness, temper- 
N@Band judgement to come, Felix trembled Now 
if the Aposties believed the doctrine of universal sal- 
vation, they were Coubtless understood to preach it. 
But st appears iu me sirvange, that their hearers, while 


hearing that al! will be saved, or what evidently im- 
nied uss. shoud fremble, give sigus of the deepest 
listress, and with tears enireat the Apostles to inform 
sem what they should do to be saved.’"—Page 2, 
Pera; ¢ there is not a more futal errour to the right 
gnderstanding of the bible than the oue into which 
inankind, and especially the less informed, are very 
apttc isil, of supposing the circumstances of the au- 
‘ienezs to whieh Christ and the Apostles preached, 
he samc, or very near the same, as are the cir- 
- 6 @ common audience at this day. Mea- 
Dbeoo les by 


vislove Ree now live, our friends of the o1tho- 


2 me@dern clergyman, and the | 


x4! Moke ihe bible a book of enigmas, and res | 
8 


Regardless of the speaker, 


‘ema iarce. 
rif acklaVec U9 Ine pereous 
rut o€ discourse, they suatch at the words of Christ, 
asi of toe aposile’s, and apply them with a sort of save 
a26 inumpa to mankind now. The modern clergyman, 
whe conceiis himself an ambassador from God, thinks 
beeanse Christi threatened the corrupt and unbeliev- 


ing Jows 


tion or ihetr nation, he must threaten all who do not 


th heavy woes even tothe loss or destruc- 
helteve his silly jargon, nor perform his grimace, with 


endless misery in the world to come. 


Th authour of this little Tract, is ata great loss t6 
understand what but tre preaching of endless misery 
could have made the convulsions of the people on the 
day of Pentecost. Now thereis no need of supposi- 
iion on this subject. Happily for the world, bat 
unfortunately for the readers of tracts, that discourse 
os Peter, to which onr authour refers, is recorded and 
wecan ail read it for ourselves. No one, no matter 
how -harp- sighted, will dieeover the most distant al!u- 
sidu ig endless misery. See Acts ii. 14—36. 

Peter's object in this discourse was to show to the 
house of Israel, that God had raised np Jesus whom 
they had. erucified, to convince them that the Jesus 
whom they had crucified, was the Messiah whom they 
had jong expected. When they, the Jews, learned 
this, the goodpess of God, and their own wickedness 
in putting the Beviour to death, they were pricked in 
thé heart, as we think 1.°t any one would be at this 
day ui their situation, We see nothing strange in the 
wfara they elt, “Licy were ignorant of the way of 


iddresse}, or even the sub- 








with8tanding the ignorarce of this writer, Universal- 
ism says el} this and much more. 

But endless misery folks cannot say any thing half 
so alarming. Suppose the Apostles had preached the 
doctrine of election and reprobation to these. wicked 
Jews—told them their condition was fixed long before 
they were borpn—that those who were to be saved 
would be, and those who were to be damned would 
be; how much elarm would such preaching produce? 
Or suppose he had preached the Arminian doctrine— 
had said, * O house of Irae}, you have committed a 
very bad crime—one for which you deserve to be 
endlessly damned; but God is very gracious, and he 
will net send you to hell, unless you choose to go; for 
if you choose to go to héayen, he will forgive not only 
this, but all the sins you have committed.” Had he 
said thus, think you, kind reader, they would have 
been much alariaed? 

Thecase of Felix is mentioned; and the fact that 
Paul’s discourse made him irembdie, is adduced as 
sufficient proof that Paul preached endless misery.— 
Does the hisiorian of the circumstance, say that Paul 
preached endless misery? He does not; but what 
else could make Felix tremble? We are not required 
by the statc of the argument to show why Felix trem- 
bled. It devolves on our opponents to show that it 
was the preaching of endless misery. We are inform- 
ed that Paul “reasoned of righteousness, of temper- 
ance,and of a judgement to come.” Three things 
probably to which Felix was a stranger ; and the con- 
sideration that God wonld bring him isto judgement 
for ail his wickedness and intemperance, was doubt- 
fess what made him tremble. But let the authour of 
this tract show that the judgement spoken of, is a 
judgement in another world, or that “judgement to 
come,” means endless misery, before he relies too im- 
plicitly upon the conclusions he has drawr. 

“3. Admitting the fact that Christ and the Apos- 
tles taught dhe doctrine of universal salvation, it ap- 
pears to me inexpressibly strange, that wicked men 
manifested so much opposition to their preaching.” — 
Page 3. 

We do not wonder that this should appear strange 
to the authour. It appears “ inexpressibly strange” 
to the orthoilox that all or nearly all the convicts in 
our state prisons are so bitterly opposed to Univer- 
salism as not to believe it; but all hug the salutary 
doctrine of endless misery. 

But our composer of tracts has made a mistake.— 
It was not the sicked but the religious people of the 
ae who umnnifested so much opvosition to tite dovtrine 
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The cry whén he was on earth, was, 





of Christ. 
“this man receiveth sinners ;” “ he eateth with publi- 
cans and sinners” and * tne common people hear him 
giadly.” 

« Who were his followers? who were Christ's per- 
secutors? His persecutors were’ the good people— 
the Pharisee, the Puritan of thatage; the Priest, the 
Levite, the Scribe, &c. All those who were so near 
heaven, in their own imagination, as almost to be able 
to reach us» and take down a blessing, were his bitter 
opposers ; and those who compassed sea and land to 
make one proselyte, cried out, **away with him !— 
crucify him ! itis not fit such a fellow should liye !” 
And we are really surry the religious people of this 
age, who pattern after the Pharisees, who thank God 
they are not like other men—who cry to the world, 
“stand by, for we are more-holy than you,” are the 
ones who now oppose Universalism. 

It is a remarkable facet, that none, except those 
who bear the character of the Scribes and Pharisees 
of old, now oppose Universalism; and it is equally 
remarkable that they do nothing more than vibrate 
upon our ears, the slanders which were urged against 
Carist and his Apostles. ‘This is a melancholy fact, 
and is indeed a stumbling block to those who wish to 
believe that man is capable of Infinite perfectibility. 
For in two thousand, or nearly two thousand years, 





the opposers of Christ and his gospel, have not been | 


able to invent a single new slander, but are under the 
necessity of repeating the old ones until they have 
become stale. 

As itrespeets the opposition made to the doctrine 
preached by Christ and his Apostlez, it doubtless pro- 
ceeded from the same cause from which does the oppo- 
sition now made to Universalism. It took away the 


high pretensions of religionists and reduced them to | 


the same level with the rest of mankind, and it taught 


teceive their penny us well as those who had borne 
the heat of the day. 
to the pious soul, when he is vexed with a neighbour, 
to tell him he shall go to hell ; but this new doctrine 
took away his hell, and he could not console himself 
with the thought thet Riisenemies would burn forever. 
And moreover his lebour in the toilsome road of vir- 


And withal, it is very pleasing 


tue, is of no use—too much!—too much! 
(To be continued.) 


ALBANY CHRISTIAN REGISTER. 

A late number of the above named paper has the 
following very polite notice of the change which has 
lately takon place in the editorial department of the 
Gospel Advocate. 


* Universaliem.—The Gospel Advocate has changed 
editors. Mr. Everett, its former editor, has gone to 


enlighten the people of Massachusetts, and a Mr. | 


Brownson has undertaken to conduct the paper, In 
his introductory he says the success of the Advocate 
‘has surpassed the most sanguine expectations of its 
friends; and its present circumstances are encoura- 
ging and extremely pleasing to all who are friendly to 
the doctrine it advocates and the course it has pursu- 
ed.” There can be no question of this fact, for so long 
as the ‘devilgoeth about asa roaring lion,’ the ‘doc- 


| and in hell with the damned.” 
that those who came in at the eleventh hour, should | 








| the ‘minister and elders’ are too liberally minded not 
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trines’ of the paper will be ‘extremely pleasing’ to 
all who desire to shelter themselves from the jactice 
of God, under the extended branches of this soul-de- 
stroying doctrine. A Universalist revival is the easiest 
thiag in the world. Fazth being out of the question, 


to accommodate the conrert with works upon his owa a 
terms. Press on, Mr. Brownson, in the good work, © 
stifle conscience; there are thousands of drunkards, 
Sabbath breakers, and the like, who are continually 
putting their Maker at defiance, who need some conso- 
lation. * Thou shalt have thy rewaré.’” 

We acknowledge our obligations to the Editor of 
this really orthodox publication, though we are una- 
ble to return his civility, with thet bow of polit 
which characterizes the above notice. Weare 
as an editor, and if we shonld be a little deficient in 
editorial etiquett, we hope the enlightened and chari- 
table editor of the Register, (a paper, which, from ifs 
contents, we should think was produced some centu- 
ries back,) will attribute it to our inexperience. 

It is very charitable, and indeed may set off one’s 
dignity toa very good advantage, to insinuate that an- 
other’s doctrine or sentiments, are such as the devil 
inspires people to believe, and that they are; ex- 
tremely pleasing to all who wish to shelter themselves 
from the justice of God.” But we marvel, if this be 
the character of Universalism, that we have not long 
since ranked the renowned editor of the Register and 
the great body of the orthodox amoug ils warmest 
advocates. ‘The orthodox, we mean those who arro- 
gate to themselves all that is corréct in theory or vir- 
taous in practice, are constantly telling how “great 
sinners they are,” what “ hard hearts” they possess, 
and how they “have einned against heaven,” and in 
their prayers they tell God, that if he had been just, 
or “had given them their just deserts, they should, 
long ere this, have been in the grave with the dead 
Now, as it would be 
rudeness for us to accuse them of lying to God, in their 
prapers too ; we conclude they are just as bad as they 
say they are, and we shall not at this time dispute that 
they should be damned. Now if their own doctrine 
does not hold out any means by which they can shel- 
ter themselves from the justice of God, and Univer. 
salism does, we marvel that they are not found amorg 
the supporters of Universalism; for they certainly do 
ot like to be damned themselves better than other 
folks do, however fond they may be .of damning their, 
neighbours. But the editor of the aforesaid paper, 
has fallen into a trifling mistake. It is orthodoxy that 
men, who wish to shelter (hemselves from thejustice 
of God, embrace, as more than five hundred witnesses 
in the state prison in this village are ready to testify; 
all, we have been infermed, are firm believers inan 
angry God,a malignant devil and a burning hell—the 
essential ‘articles in the creed of orthodoxy. This is 
easy to be seen: Universalism declares the “soul that 
sinneth shall die; but orthodoxy says “the soul that 
simeth ought to die and be damned to s@lLeternity ; 
but if it will only gay it is sorry, and think a good 
deal of the priest, it may go to heaven, the justice of 
God to the contrary notwithstanding.” 

Again we are told that faith is not necessary in a 
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Universalist revival, But we should lixe to be in- 
formed: how a man can be a Universalist without hav- 
ing faith. 

But this very sagacious editor has discovered that 
the “ minister and elders are too liberally minded not 
to accommodate the convert with works on his own 
terms.” It so happens the editor is right in this; for 
our converts, having been converted from sin to right- 
eousnéss, conduct properly of their own accord, and 
do not need the lash of church discipline to drive them 
to their duty. We are also informed, we * shall have 
our reward.” © This is cheering, but we aiready have 
the reward'of a good conscience, and the conviction, 
weare labocring for the good of mankind. We hope 
Mr. Hoffman will have his reward. But we fear if 
he gets no more substantial food than he gives, he will 
die with hunger. 





SUNDAY AFFAIRS. 

We recommend to the careful perusal of our read- 
ers the_report of the committee to whom was referred 
the petition for stopping the mail and closing the post 
offices on the first day of the week. It is a production 
that does credit to the enlightened statesmen who com- 
posed the committee, and we should think it would 
forever silence the hypocritical cant of those, who are 
continually harping about the Jaws of God. The Re- 
port takes up the subject in its true light, and shows 
the danger of passing any legislat:ve act on a petition 
of this nature. 

Our Sunday folks care no more about the Sabbath 
than they do about the manin the moon; but they 
are extremely anxious that the civil authority should 
bow to their dictation. They remember to have read 
that princes received their crowns from the professed 
ministers of Jesus, and that kings condescended to 
kiss the great toe of his Holiness the pretended suc- 
cessor of St. Peter; and it would be extremely flat- 
tering to our ambitious clergy to have those go!den 
days return. Despairing of being mode kings, they 
are ambitious {o become popes, that kings may be- 
come their waiters, and statesmen their servant boys. 

Government has no right to determine what are 
the laws of God; and we feel proud that those we 


ye have selected to watch over our interests and to make 


Jaws to check our encroachments upon each other, 
are sensible of this fact, and have given proofs of their 
determination to abide by it. Our Government knows 
no religion but integrity, wisdom and publick spirit. 
And whenever they forget this, and become theologi- 
ans,and endéevour to incorporate any religious creed, 
no matter how correct or innocent in itself considered, 
that moment our liberty is endangered, and we are at 
the mercy of those who bow to no tribunal but the 
one suited to their ambition, and to those who regard 
no law but such as their dreams may name the law of 
God. But we have said enough. The report does 
justice to the subject ; and we think our readers will 
read it with interest. It will be found on another 


page. ee 


CLERICAL INFLUENCE. ~ 
An joking over the Journal of our Legislature in 
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this stute, we were surprized to find a motion for ad. 
journing} from Wednesday to Friday, that Thursday 
might be observed as a fust, in obedience to the re- 
quest of the Dutch and Presbyterian Synods, who had 
set apart thatday to fast for the suppression of the 
sin of intemperange,, We were surprised at the mo~ 
tion, much more so, that it should carry by fifteen 
majority. 

That the clergy of the Dutch and Presbyterian Sy- 
nods should believe, that to abstain from byviness, will 
induce the Almighty to work « miracle to prevent 
people from drinking rum, is nothing strange. It is 
us-cénsistent as the greater part-of their faith. But 
that ‘house of grave’ legislators should be of such an 
opinion, is something which we cannot-zccount for. 

But there is one thing which leoks to us dangerous: 
that is, the precedent of yielding to a seelarian call.— 


These Synods may have another request. It will no 
doubt come under the mask of piety or morality ;— 
what shall be cons? 
ing, and farewell independence ina legis!ator—tare- 
well liberty and every thing dear to the human heart. 

We think there is a more effectual way to stop the 
progress of intemperance, Why are not the people 
in the south of France as intemperate as in England 
or asin this country? Their strongest drink is wine, 
Let the vine be cultivated, and let the plenty and 
cheapness of wine furce out of use all distilled spirits, 
and our people will become temperate. But uniess 
some such thing be done, preachers may give sermons, 
priests may pray and form societies, legislatures may 


Comply—-and—go oa—comply- 


fast, and hypocrites put on long faces, but imtemper- 
ance will remain, 


os 
————— 
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FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
MR. RAINS’ LETTER.—NO. I. 
(Concluded from page 27.) 

You perhaps see by this time, sir, who are 
the pretenders to apostolick inspirations. We 
believe, sir, or at least 1 do, that miraculous in- 
spirations, properly so called, did not survive 
the apostolick age ; and copsequently we can- 
not believe that miraculouS baptism survived 
that age. In fact we cannot believe any thing 
only by the force of testimony either real or 
presumptive. Aud we know of no divine tes- 
timony for Holy Spirit baptism in our days.— 
To us it seems that the Divine Being was 
pleased on the day of Pentecost to give from 
heaven a miraclous attestation of the truth of 
the apostolick testimony in behalf of the Jews, 
and that to the Gentiles he gave the samc at- 
testation, when Peter preached at the house of 
Cornelius; and that when this attestation was 
given to both Jews and Gentiles, for the estab- 
lishing of the kingdom of heaven among meng 
by enduing the apostles, and others, with mira- 
culous powers for this purpose, there was no 
farther need for such miraculous interference. 
And furthermore, we know of no evidence by 





which it can be proved, that Holy Spirit bap- 
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tism was ever established by law and therefore 
there is no necessity that any law should be 
repealed in order to its discontinuance. But 
this eannot be said of water baptism. We 
have already proved that it was established by 
law, and by the great Lawgiver of Christians— 
by him who said, “Heaven and earth shall 
pass away, but my words shall not pass away.” 


It has been established by a law which cannot | 
be repealed, while the heavens and the earth | 


endure ; and it is by virtue of this law, that 
baptism is of universal obligation among all 


disciples of Jesus. This law requires no mira- | 


culous power or gift, in either administrator or 
subject. 4 
subject. of this baptism must “believe that 
Jesus is the Son of God :” Acts viii. 37. And 
according to the law, of the same Lawgiver, 
who gave a law by his spirit through the me- 
diam of the apostle Paul to Timothy, the qua- 
lifications of a bishop even in the — 
age, included nothing miraculous. Read the 
qualifications of a bishop in 1st Tim. jii. 1—11. 
I am astonished that men should talk as you 
have done, on a subject like the present !— 
You require us to work miracles, and show 
you mighty signs and wonders, before you will 
consent to be baptized. The conduct of many 
men, in this respeet, reminds me of the rich 
man in hell, who desired Abraham to send 
Lazarus to his five brethren to testify unto 
them. “They havc Moses and the prophets,” 
said Abraham, “if they hear not Moses and 
the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, 
though one rose from the dead.” So do I say 
tomy opponents with a small difference iu 
phraseology. You have Jesus Christ and his 
apostles, and all the miracles which God 
wrought by them in confirmation of their tes- 
timony. Hear them, and obey them. If you 
will not obey the laws of Christ, from the 
force of the miracles wrought by Christ and 
his apostles, neither would you obey were I to 
work a miracle for you! You would just say, 
he is a conjurer, and thereby bring on your- 
selves greater condemnation ! 

Now, sir, since the law of Christ, in rela- 
tion to baptism, bas not been, and cannot be 
repealed, and it requires not miraculous pow- 
ers, in either the subjects or administrators of 
baptism in order to its fulfilment, I can see no 
remaining rational o!.jeetion to our observing 
this ordinance just as the primitive Christians 
did. Nay, we are, it seems to me, bound by 
every thing sacred to obey it. We have them 
for examples, and the law of Christ for our 
guide, and how can we err with such excel- 
lent guides? Were I about to constitute a 
thurch in the state of Ohio, or any where else, 
I would lead the minds of the people back to 
Pentecost ; I would exhibit before them, by 
the divine testimony, the wonders which were 
performed in that memorable day. I would 
read to them Peter’s sermon on the subject of 


According to the law of Christ, the | 


the resuzrectionof Jesus. I would endeavour 
to present the various circumstances of that 
eventful period before them in such a manner 
that they should have proper conceptions of 
all of them, and be influenced by all of them. 
I would likewise call them to look at their 
own wicked hearts, in order that they might 
see their own sinfulness and need of salvation. 
I would then announce pardon, and present 
salvation through the name of Jesus, to as 
many as would obey. To every believer, who 
should earnestly desire to be saved, I would 
say, “repent and be baptized, ip the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and you 
shall receive the giftof the Holy Spirit.” I 


| Would not set myself up to be some “great 





one,” as we have been slanderously reported 
to have done ; but I would endeavour to bring 
the people’s minds to the ministry of the apos- 
tle, “‘that they might manifestly be declared 
to be the epistle of Christ, ministered by the 
apostles,” (not us,) “written not with ink, 
but with the Spirit of the living God; not in 
tables of stone, but in fleshly tables of the 
heart :” 2nd Cor. iii. 3. 

We believe, sir, that all Christians “ drink 
into one spirit,” but we de not beliéve that 
drinking the spirit, signifies being baptized with 
or in spirit, any more than drinking a glass of 
water, signifies being baptized with or in wa- 
ter. All the holy prophets had received the 
Holy Spirit, “‘for they spake as they were 
meved by the Holy Spirit ;” but we are no 
where told that they were baptized with it.— 
The Twelve and the Seventy had received the 
Holy Spirit long before Pentecost ; but still it 
was necessary that they should “tarry at Je- 
rusalem,” until they should be baptized with 
it. We therefore have no objections to tell 
our congregations that they may drink of the 
Holy Spirit ; but at the same time we hope we 
shall never be so “ inflated with wind,” as to 
tell any body under our ministry, that they 
may be baptized with it, except forssoth, the 
age of miracles shou!d return. 

In relation to what you say concerning my , 
“FIVE POINTS,” I answer, that if “faith im 
Jesus Christ,” and “reformation,” and “ 
tism for the remission of sins,” together with 
the “remission of my sins,” and a participa- 
tion of the “ Holy g irit,” constitute > 
‘¢ sectarian,” I am willing to be ene. “For 
if any man have not the spirit of Christ, he 
is none of his,” ‘“‘and what part hath he thet 
believeth with an infidel.” Would you, sir, 
fellowship a man who did not believe Jesus to 
be the Son of God, and who would not reform? 
If you would you must be very liberal ! 

But you called me a “ Campbellite. Why 
sir, did you not call yourself a Ballouite? and 
why do you not call your own converts Ever- 
ettites. “ Happy is the man who condemneth 
not himself in the thing which he alloweth.’’ 
This trifling and mean practice of calling 
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churcltes after the names of celebrated preach- 
ers, has tended very much to multiply sects 
and divisions in Christendom. ‘‘ But out of 


the abundance of the heart the mouth speak- | 


eth.” Now, sir, I say unto you, call me no 
more a Campbellite. [am not one ; and with 
honest indignation will spurn the little soul 


which shall persist in calling me by such a | 


name after this warning. 
All that you have to do, is to prove that I 


| but it was the gricf of her friends which af. 
| fected her. She was willing to die, but she 
would have lived for their happiness. 

The man of God, the meek disciple of the 
compassionate Redeemer, whose duty it is to 
' comfort those wh@ mourn, to smooth the bed of 
| death, and give consolation to those who weep 
to think what they cre about to lose—the cler- 
| gyman came in. His countenance was sed: 
no wonder, so it was with the rest. His bosom 


have taken wrong ground, and if you can con- | heaved a sigh—all sighed. He came to the 


vince me of this, 1 will publickly acknow- 
ledge you to be my befefactor: but if such 
should be the event, I must ertreat you, to 
warn people not to call me after your name, as | 
you have called me after Campbell’s, for I do 
hate such “ littleness.” 


And now, as I must close this letter, permit | 
| Heavenly Father has always been good to me, 


me to caution you sir, not to get angry at any 
well 


lation” or the “improved version.” 
but little time to devote to writing, being ge- | 
nerally engaged in travelling from place to | 
place. Yours, respectfully, 
AYLETT RAINS. 
Chillicothe, Oct. 25, 1828. 
A FRAGMENT. 
1 remember the impression. ‘The scene now 
~<a to ny mind in all its appalling horroar. 
ever shall 1 forget it. Amelia was a lovely | 





girl. 
highly cultivated mind. She was an orna- | 
ment to her friends, and had the love of all | 
who had ever seen her. So mild, so pleasant, 
so engaging were her manners that she seem- | 
ed to soften the feelings of every one in her | 

resence, and to infuse her own gentle spirit | 
into the breast of every one with whom she | 
conversed. Often, very often, has the sweet | 
tausical tones of her voice soothed my melan- | 
choly and made me forget every sorrow and | 
affliction, (and [have had my share,) whieh | 


She was not yet twenty: Disease—a con- 
sumption in its last stage—had confined her to 
the bed from which her soul was to take its 
flight for another world. There was no trace 
of her beauty left, but the smile which always 
ag oam upon her lips, and the rose which dim- 
ly bloomed where the soul of beauty had once 
chose its residence. Her strength had failed, 
and her mind had lost its vigour and seemed 
just extinguished. Her friends—all were such 
—were weeping around. Her sister—she had 
but one—was overpowered with the thought 
that she should lose the sister of her love. 

I strove to comfort them—I was weeping 
myself. But she, the one ready to depart, was 
aie, resigned. No fears disturbed her re- 
se-—no cloud came over her mind to hide it 
rom her Saviour’s Jove. Yet she was affected, ! 





thing i may see in it. It perhaps would be | 

or you to understand some parts of it | 
¢ spiritually,” according to  Kneelands trans- | 
I have | again? do you feel that you have been con- 


| be eternally miserable. 


dying girl; he very kindly took her hand— 
| felt.for her pulse—it was nearly gone. “ You 
| are dying, Amelia,” he said, “you are dying. 
You have but a few moments to live—have 
you made your peace with God? have you an 
interest in the Saviour ?” 

“‘{ think I have,” she said. “I believe my 


and I do not feel to distrust him aow.” 
“ But,” continued the comforter, “ have you 
repented of your sins? have you been born 


verted to God ?” 
She replied, “‘ Jesus died wo save me.” 

| “But you are a sinner—do you not know 
| you are a sinner?” he said, “‘and that unless 
| you have made your peace with God, you will 
God has commended 
you to repent; he has told you except you be 
born again, you cannot see his kingdom. Do 


| you not fear you will go to hell?” 


Her soul struggled—she could scarcely re- 


She had the sweetest disposition and a} ply: “ Sir, I have ever attempted to do my 


duty; if I have injured any one, they must 
forgive. I believe God will, and I trust my- 
self in his arms.” 

Silence reigned fora few moments, bat I 
perceived our man of God was not satisfied. 
He looked upon the almost lifeless clay of the 
once lovely girl.—She was calm; the spirit 
was already stretching its pinions for the other 
world. But it must not part in peace. 

“ You are not afraid to die, then?” he said 
and his lip seemed to quiver with rage. “ And 


| you are willing to die too, in this awful stupi- 


dity and hardness of heart! You will die 
alienated from God—at war with his grace— 
unconverted to his love—unregenerated by 
his spirit—and drop into hell? Poor girl! you 
are lost! I wouid pray, but it is useless. You 
are lost—O think ther? is”—a day of judge- 
ment, he would have said—but her spirit was 
gone. Amelia was no more. She would have 
wept at his barbarity but weeping with her 
was over. 

It was the priest of the parish. The surviv- 
ing sister was a member of his church. She 
had béen accustomed to believe whatever he 
said. ' Those who have felt what she felt may 
eppreciate her distress. I cannot tellit. Nor 
indeed what were the feelings of the afflicted 
parents, who were also members of his church. 

The funeral came—I did not attend I 
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could not bear the consolation the preacher 
waslikely to give. But he told the audience 
that Amelia had gone to hell, for she had never 
been converted and she died awfully stupid. 
And concluded by telling ‘the relations, the 
father, the mother, and’ the sister, it was their 
duty to be reconciled to the justice of God, 
for it would be for bis glory that all impenitent 
sinners should be eternally demned. SENEX. 





SUFFERING FOR CHRIST’S SAKE. 


There is a pride, very pleasing to the huntan 
heart, in the’ consciousness or rather persua- 
sion which some feel, in believing that their 
sufferings, their afflictions and difficulties, in 
the world, are owing to their zeal and perse- 
verance in the cause of Christ or of religion. 
A maa rises in his own estimation the moment 
he flatters himself that he has parted with 
some much-loved enjoyment, that he has made 
sacrifices to support virtue, and has eadured 
much to advance the prosperity of religion.— 
Whenever a man can flatter himself that his 
sufferings are occasioned by his picty, by his 
adherence to the laws of God and his strict 
compliance with the stern demands of duty, 

e feels a self complacency thet, not only | 
leads him to submit without a murmur, but 
actually induces him to court misery as the 
best means of satisfying his conscience and of 
exhibiting his superiour worth and virtue to | 
others. , 

Had not experience developed this principle | 
as one on which we often act, we should be | 
unable to account for the patient self-denial of | 
monks and anchorites, and also for the pen- | 
ance they so often perform and the wretched- 
ness they so often compel themselves to en- 
dure. 

My friepd Theosophos, is a man of good’ 
natural parts, but an erroneous education has 
so obscured his mental vision and distorted his 
intellectual powers, that he can scarcely make 
any one believe it. He was designed for the 
ministry of the Church; but his father dying 
insolvent before he had completed his studies, 
he was prevented from making the necessary 
preparations. He however had the seeds of 
piety implanted and he is now one of the mest 
religious men with whom I am acquainted. 

Theosophos has tried a number of profes- 
sions and pursuits, but has uniformly failed in 
them all; and his whole life seems to have 
been one unbroken chain of misfortunes and 
painful adversity. He is now suffering all the 
tage of the most abject penury ; his wife and 
children suffer for bread which he cannot pro- 
cure, and he himself is frequently compelled 
to satisfy his hunger with faith. But converse 
with him, and if he complains, it is because 
he. has not had to pass through greater afflic- 
tions for his Divine Master. And if you mark 
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him inflicting some pain upoa himself or sub-_ 


miiting to some severe mortification, that he 
may be more worthy the conspassion of the 
Saviour, and feel conscious that he has suffered 
more for the cause of religion. 

It is very customary for Theosophos to visit 
those whose sentiments are entirely opposed to 
his own, and to commence a rude attack opon 


ner, of heresy, to threaten them with eternal 
damnation, to use such language, to advocate 
and exemplify such practices as he knows are 
extremely offensive, until he arouses their in- 
dignation, and provokes them to abuse him, 
and perhaps turn him out of doors, if they do 
not use violence to his person. He returns 
thanking God and singing hallelujah that he 
has been accounted worthy to suffer for Christ’s 
sake. 

I recollect one evening when I was travel- 
ling, I: put up at a publick house and was 


into my room but beg aeinh His tall spare 
figure, now reduced by long abstinence to al- 
most a skeleton, made me, at first, conclude 
that his majesty the “King of terrours” had 
appeared in propria persona ; but the next look 
recognized my old friend, who it appeared 
was out on a sort of missionary voyage. He 
immediately commenced a religious conyérsa- 
tion, and in the voice of Stentor, warned me 
to repent, for the day of judgement was at 
hand. Not having any suit to bring against 
any one on that day, and not apprehensive that 
any one would bring a suit against me, I only 
smiled. His zeal was kindled ; he must con- 
vert me, or not only I, but himself alse would 
be lost. To prayer he went, with his coat off, 





heaven. But his manner was so uncouth and 
his prayer so long, and so loud, and so inde- 
cent withall, that the landlord was compelled 
to stop him, after he had bellowed for about 
one hour and a half, or submit to the mortifi- 
cation of having his travellers leave his house. 
Theosophos stopped his prayer, but soon as he 
reached the street his voice was raised in praise 
to God, that he was worthy to suffer persecu- 
tion. Theosophos was not miserable ; he felt 
happy, because he felt himself the favourite of 
God, and what he suffered was the natural 
consequence which every man must expect 
who will faithfally discharge his duty. 
Nemo. 
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IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
JanvaRy 19, 1829. 


Mr. Johnson, of Ky. made the following Report : 

The Committee to whom was referred the several pe- 
titions on the subject of mails on the Sabbath, or 
first day of the week, 

REPORT : 





him closely, you will not unfrequently see 


That some oe is required from the ardi- 
nary vocations of life, is an established prin- 
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their faith, to accuse them in the severest man-. 


about to retire, when who should be ushered 


ready prepared to scale the battlements of 
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ciple, sanctioned by the usages of all nations, 
whethei Christian or Pagan. One day in seven 
has also been determined upon as the propor- 
tion of time; and in conformity with the wishes 
of a great majority of citizens of this country, 
the first day of the week, commouly called 
Sunday, has been set apart to that object. The 
principle has received the sanction of the na- 
tional Icgislature, so far as to admit a suspen- 
sion of all publick business on that day, except 
in cases of absolute necessity, or of great publick 
utility. This principle, the committee would 
not wish to disturb. If kept within its legiti- 
mate sphere of action, no injury can result 
from its observance. It should, however, be 
kept in mind, that the proper object of govern- 
ment is to protect all persons in the enjoyment 
of their religious, as well as civil rights; and 
not to determine for any, whether they shall 
esteem one day above another, or esteem -all 
days alike holy. 

We are aware, that a variety of sentiment 
exists among the good citizens of this nation, on 
the subject of the Sabbath day ; and our gov- 
ernment is designed for the protection of one, 
as much as foranother. The Jews, who, in this 
country are as free as Christians, are entitled to 
the same protection from the laws, derive their 
obligation to keep the Sabbath day from the 
fourth commandment of their decalogue, and 
in conformity with that injunction, pay reli- 
gious homage to the seventh day of the week, 
which we call Saturday. One denomination of 
Christians among us, justly celebrated for their 
piety, and certainly as good citizens as any other 
class, agree with the Jews in the moral obli- 
gation of the Sabbath, and observe the same 
day. There are aisomany Christians among 
us, who derive not their obligation to observe 
the Sabbath from the decalogues, but regard 
the Jewish Sabbath as abrogated. From the 
example of the Apostles of Christ, they have 
chosen the first day of the week, instead of that 
day set apart in the decalogue, for their reli- 
gious devotions. These have generally regard- 
ed the observance of .the day as a devotional 
exercise, and would nof more readily enforce 
it upon others, than they would enforce secret 
prayer or devout meditations. Urging the fact, 
that neither their Lord nor his disciples, though 
often censured by their accusers for a violation 
of the Sabbath, ever enjoined its observance, 
they regard it asa subject on which every 
person should be fully persuaded in his own 
mind, and not coerce others to act upon his 
persuasion. Many Christians again differ from 
these, professing to derive their obligation to 
observe the Sabbath from the fourth command- 
ment of the Jewish decalogue, and bring the 
example of the Apostles, who appear to have 
held their publick meetings for worship on the 
first day of the week, as authority for so far 
changing the decalogue, as to substitute thet 





day for the seventh. The Jewish government 


was a theocracy, which enforced religious ob- 
servances ; and though the committee would 
hope that no portion of the citizens of our coun- 
try could willingly introduce a system of reli- 
gious coercion in our civil institutions, the ex- 
ample of other nations should admonish us to 
watch earefully against its earliest indication. 

With these different religious views, the 
committee are of opinion that Congress cannot 
interfere. It is not the legitimate province of 
the legislature to determine what religion is 
true,.or what false. Our government is a civil, 
and nota religious institution. Our Constitu- 
tion recognises in every person, the right to 
choose his own religion, and to enjoy it freely, 
without molestation. Whatever may be the 
religious sentiments of citizens and however 
variant, they are alike entitled to protection 
from the government, so long as they do not 
invade the rights of others. 

The transportation of the mail on the first 
day of the week, it is believed, does not in- 
terfere wish the rights of conscience. The pe- 
titioners for its discontinuance appear to be ac- 
tuated from a religious zeal, which may be 
commendable if confined to its proper sphere ; 
but they assume a position better suited to an 
ecclesiastical than to a civil institution. They 
appear, iv many instances, to lay it down as an 
axiom, that the practice is a violation of the 
law of God. Should Congress, in their legis- 
lative capacity, adopt the sentiment, it would 
establish the principle, that the Legislature isa 
proper tribunal to determine what are the laws 
of God. It would involve a legislative decis- 
ion in a religious controversy ; and on a point 
in which good citizens may honestly differ in 
opinion, without disturbing the peace of socie- 
ty, or endangering its liberties. If this princi- 
ple is once introduced, it will be impossible to 
define its bounds. Among all the religious per- 
secutions with which almost every page of 
modern history is stained, no victim ever suf- 
fered, but for the violation of what government 
denominated the law of God. To prevent a 
similar train of evils in this country, the Con- 
stitution has wisely withheld from our govern- 
ment the power of defining the Divine Law. 
It is a right reserved to each citizen; and 
while, he respects the equal rights of others, 
he cannot be held amenable towny human tri- 
bunal for his conclusions. 

Extensive religious combinations, to effect 
a political object, are in the opinion of the com- 
mittee, always dangerous. This first effort of 
the kind, calls for the establishment of a prin- 
ciple, which, in the opinion of the committee, 
would lay the foundation for dangerous innova- 
tions upon the spirit of the Constitution, and 
upon the religious rights of the citizens. If 
admitted, it may be justly apprehended, that 
the future measures of government will be 
strongly marked, if not eventually controlled, 
by the same influence. All religious despo- 
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tism commences by combination and.influence; 
and when that influence begins to operate upon 
the political institutions of a country, the civil 
power soon bends under it; and the catastrophe 
of other nations furnishes an awful warning of 
the consequence. 

Under the present regulations of the Post 
Office Department, the rights of conscience 
are not invaded. Every agent enters voluntari- 
ly, and it is presumed conscientiously, into the 
discharge of his duties, without intermeddling 
with the conscience of another. Post offices 
are so regulatéd, as that but a small proportion 


of. the first day of the week is required to be | 


occupied in official busines. In the transporta- 
tion of the mail on that day, no oie agent is 
employed many hours. Religious persons enter 
into their business without violating their own 
consciences, or imposing any restraints upon 
others. Passengers in the mail stages are free 
to rest during the first day of the week, or to 
pursue their journeys at their own pleasure.— 
While the mail is transported on Saturday, the 
Jew and theS$gbbatarian may abstain from any 
agency in carrying it, from conscientious scru- 
ples. While it is transported on the first day 
of the week, another cluss may abstain, from 
the same religious scruples. The obligation of 
government is the same to bothof these classes ; 
and. the committce cen discover no principle 
on which the claims of one should be more 
respected than those of the other, unless it 
should be admitted that the consciences of the 
minority are less sacred than those of the ma- 
jority. 

It is the opinion of the committee that the 
subject should be regarded simply as a ques- 
tion of expediency, irrespective of its religious 


bearing. In this light, it has hitherto been 
considered. Congress have never legislated 


upon the subject. It rests, as it ever has done, 
in the legal discretion of the Postmaster Gene- 
ral, under the repeated refusals of Congress to 
discoutinue the Sabbath mails. His know!- 
edge and judgement in ail the concerns of 
that department, will not be questioned. 
inteuse labours and assiduity have resulted in 
the highest improvement of every branch of his 
department. It is practised only on the great 


leading mail routes, and such others as are ne- | 


cessary to maintain their connexions. To pre- 
vent this, would, in the opinion of the com- 
mittee, be productive of immense injury, both 
in its commercial, political, and in its moral 
bearings. 

The various departments of government re- 
quire, frequently in peace, always in war, the 
speediest intercourse with the remotest parts 
of the country; and one imrortant object of 
the mail establishment is, to furnish the great- 
est and most economical facilities for such in- 
tercourse. The delay of the mails one whole 
day in seven, would require the employment 
of special expresses, at great expensc, and 
sometimes with great uncertainty. 


His | 


The commercial, manufacturing, and agri- 
cultural interests of our country are so inti- 
mately connected, as to require a constant and 
the most expeditious correspondence betwixt 
all our sea-ports, and betwixt them and the 
most interior settlements. The delay of the 
mails during the Sunday, would give occasion 
to the employment of private expresses, to such 
an amount, that probably ten riders would be 
employed where one mail stage is now running 
on that day ; thus diverting the revenue of that 
department into another channel, ahd sinking 
the establishment into a state of pusillanimity 
incompatible with the dignity of thejgovern- 
ment of which it is a department. 
@4Passengers in the mail stages, if the mails 
are not permitteill to proceed on Sunday, will 
be expected to spend that day at a tavern up- 
on the road, generally under circumstances not 
friendly to devotion, and at an expense which 
many are but poorly able to encounter. To 
obviate these Wificulties, many will employ 
extra carriages for their conveyance, and be- 
come the bearers of correspondence, as more 
expeditious than the mail. The stage proprie- 
tors will themselves often furnish the travel- 
lers with those means of conveyance ; so that 
the effect will ultimately be only to stop the 
mail, while the vehicle which conveys it will 
continue, and its passengers become the spe- 
cial messengers for conveying a eonsiderable~ 
| proportion of what would otherwise constitute 
| the contents of the mail. 
| Nor can the committee discover where the 
| system could consistently end. If the observ- 
| ance of a holyday becomes incorporated in our 
| institutions, shall we not forbid the movement 
| of an army ; prohibit an assault in time of war ; 
| and lay an injunction upon our naval officers 
} to lie in the wind while upon the ocean on 
| that day ? Consistency would seem to require 

it. Nor is it certain that we should stop here. 

If the principle is once established, that reli- 
gion, or religious observances, shall bé inter- 
| woven with our legislative acts, we must pur- 
sue it to its ultimatum. We shall, if consistent, 
| provide for the erection of edifices for the wor- 
| ship of the Creator, and for the support of 
| Christian ministers, if we believe such meas- 
| ures will promote the interests of Christianity. 
It is the settled conviction of the committee, 
that the only method of avoiding these conse- 
quences, with their attendant train of evils, is 
to adhere strictly to the spirit of the Constitu- 
tion, which regards the general government in 
no other light than that of a civil institution, 
wholly destitute of religious authority. 

What other nations call religious toleration, 
we call religious rights. They are not exercised 
in virtue of govermental indulgence, but as 
rights, of which the government. cannot de- 
prive any portion of citizens, however small. _ 
Despotick power may invade those rights, but 
justice still confirms them. Let the national 
legislature once perform an act which involved 
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the decision of a religious controversy, and it 
will bave passed its legitimate bounds. ‘The 
precedent will then be established, and the 
foundation laid for that usurpation of the Divine 
prerogative in this country, which has been 
the desolating scourge to tle fairest portions 
of the old world. Our Constitution recognizes 
no other power than that of persaasion, for en- 


forcing religious observances. Let the profes- | 


sors of Christianity recommend their religion 
by deeds of benevulence—by Christian meek- 
ness—by lives of temperance and holiness. 
Let them combine their efforts to instruct the 


ignorant—to relieve the widow and the orphan | 


-~to promulgate to the world the gospel of 


their Saviour, recommending its precepts by | 


their habitaal example: government will find 


its legitimate object in protecting them. It can-: | 


not oppose them, and they will not need its aid. 
Their moral influence will then do infinitely 
more to advance the true interests of reli. 


gion, than any measures which they may call | 


on Congresy to enact. 


The petitioners dy not complain of any in- | 
fringement upon their own righis. They enjoy | 


all that Christians ought to ask at the hand of 


any govetnment—protection from molestation | 


in the exercise of their religious sentiments. 


Resolved, That the Committee be discharg- | 


ed from the farther consideration of the sub- 
ject. 











FREE MEETINGS ADVOCATE. 


Our paper is not intended asa review of new pub- | 


lications, and we are not much in the habit of noticing 
them. But we notice the one we have just named, 
and we do it because we fear its merits ure not duly 
appreciated. 
noize, pomp nor ostentation, but its claims on publick 
patronage are threefuld stronger than many which are 
~eried to the siies. 


Its design is to encourage freedom of thought and | 


expression, It is opposed to the arrogant precensions 
of the priesthvod, and it }ubours to make every man 


sensible of his-own rights, and, what is of equal im- 


portance, to persuade him {o exercise those rights,— | 


The editor %gay have sone visionary notions, and the 


mamner in which he would reduce his principles to | 


practice, may be liable to some objections. Whether 
so or ot, we shal! not assume the province of deter- 
mining. The Editor is a gennine friend to the human 
race; and, what we esteem him for, he is willing to 
make any sacrifice to maintain mental independence, 


The Free Mectings Advocate is published once a | 
monih at one doliar for twelve numbers, sixteen pages | 
Edited and published by W. Andrews, ! 


octavo each. 
printed by Doubleday & Allen, Audurn. 





CaristiamiTyY, No, 4. andthe review of Sellon’s 
Sermons, as well as some other matter intended for 
this number, are delayed for the want of room, 


We again return our thanks to our agents for their 


activity in procuring us new subscribers. One friend 
who was not an agent, forwarded us the names of 
thirteen new snbscribers. We should like it 
would * goand do likewise.” 


GOSPEL ABVOUATE. 


It was not ushered into the world with | 


if many | - 


POSTAGE, 


One of our agents at Riga writes us he has heard that 
the Post-Master in that place says our subscribers 
must pay four cents postage on cach number of this 
paper. In consequence of this information the pub- 
lisher enclosed .a number of the Advocate to the 
Postmaster General, and has received the following 
answer. We hope Postmasters will govern them- 
selvas by it, and not suffer our subscribers to be longer 
Genl. Post-Office Department, 


imposed upon. 
22d January, 1829. : 

Sir: The postage of the “ Gospel Advocate” is one 
cent for any distance not exceeding ove hundred miles, 
or from the place of its publication to any other place 
in the same state. ‘To any place out of thestate of 
New York, and exceeding one hundred miles, one 
cent anda haif. 































I am, very respectfully, ] 
Your obt servt. 
JOHN McLEAN. 
U. F. Dovat.enay, Esq. 
POETRY. a 
THE SPIRIT’S LAND. o 
The Spirit’s land !—where is that land, “ 
Of which our fathers tell? 
On whose mysterious, viewless strand, tl 
Earth’s parted millions dwell ! 
Beyond the bright and starry sphere, r 
Creation’s flaming space remote ; St 
Beyond the measureless career, v 
The phantom flight of thought. Cl 
There, fadeless flowers their blossoms wave, mn 
Beneath the cloudless sky; ti 
} And there the latest lingering tear of 
Is wiped from every eye ; 
And souls beneath the trees of life, 
Repose upon that blessed shore, fo 
Where pain,and toil, and storm, and strife, w 
Shall never reach them more. ki 
And yet, methinks, a chastened woe it 
E’en there may prompt the sigh— T 
Sweet sorrows we would not forego 
} for calm unmingled joy, tu 
When strains from angel harps may stray th 
On heavenly airs, of mortal birth, we 
That we have heard, far, far away, 
Amid the bowers of earth. i 
| Ah! then perchance, their saddening spell, ms 
That from obliviun saves, . 
| May wander like a lorn farewell, mi 
} From this dim land of graves ; the 
And, like the vision of a dream, ye 
| Shed on the disembodied mind th 
Of morta? life a dying gleam, , 
And loved ones left behind. col 
Yes—yes, I will, | must believe, wo 
That nature’s sacred ties the 
} Survive, andto.the spirit cleave, ing 
j Immortal in the skies ; tha 
And that imperfect were my bliss d 
In heaven itself, and dashed with care, re 
If those I loved on earth should miss thi 
The path that leadeth there. pn 
| 7The Gospel Advocate and Impartial Investigator, ca 
| is published every other Saturday, by U.F.DousLEnay, d bs 
! (to whom all leiters and communications must be ade re 
| dressed, post paid.) af $1 50 per aunum, payablein bou 
advance, to be incrcased lo $2 OO, 2f not paid within for | 
six months. I 
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